


Dear Friends and Pioneers of Football, 
 
On October 24th in 1857, the pioneers Nathaniel Creswick and William Prest   
have founded The World's First Football Club, Sheffield FC. In the years to come, 
they have written the first rules and laws for the game of football, so the people 
and community of Sheffield could start to play this game together.  
 
Almost 156 years later, football has become the biggest sport in the world,            
a game being played in every country around the world. Truly one of                    
the greatest inventions of humankind, going all the way back to 1857... 
 
!ŦǘŜǊ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ōƛƎ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ у aƛƻΦ Ŧƻƻǘōŀƭƭ Ŧŀƴǎ ŀƭƭ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ 
ōŜƛƴƎ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ άIŀǇǇȅ .ƛǊǘƘŘŀȅ CƻƻǘōŀƭƭέΣ ǿŜ ǿŀƴǘ to celebrate 
this day in history again in 2013 and remember our grandfathers Nathaniel and 
William, two forgotten heroes the world and football family should know about! 
 
On behalf of the Foundation of the World's First Football Club, I want to invite you 
ǘƻ Ƨƻƛƴ ǳǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ άIŀǇǇȅ .ƛǊǘƘŘŀȅ Cƻƻǘōŀƭƭέ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǳǎ 
to take the beautiful game back to the roots ς for one day. 
 
Yours in Football, 
 
 

 
Richard Tims,  
/ƘŀƛǊƳŀƴ ƻŦ ¢ƘŜ ²ƻǊƭŘΩǎ CƛǊǎǘ Cƻƻǘōŀƭƭ /ƭǳō 
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Send your Video Greetings 
Happy Birthday Football 

take a second and imagine you could meet the gentlemen,  
that have founded the World's First Football Club... 
 
... and what would you tell them? 

Say hello to the pioneers of 1857,                                   
Nathaniel & William: 
 
If you have a smartphone or a video camera, go ahead        
and record your personal message in your own language and 
with your own words for Will & Nath ŀƴŘ ¢ƘŜ ²ƻǊƭŘΩǎ CƛǊǎǘ       
+ share them with us via email (info@sheffieldfc.com) or via 
our facebook page.  
 
On October 24th, we will then publish your greetings on          
the non-commercial website of our foundation www.1857-
football.com (embedded via the 1857 YouTube Channel) 
ǎƛƴƎƛƴƎ ΨIŀǇǇȅ Birthday CƻƻǘōŀƭƭΩ together! 
 
Thanks for your time, creativity and support! 

> Click here to play the personal message from Chairman Richard Tims 
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Join the Party on October 24th, 2013 
Happy Birthday Football 

Share the birthday card for Will & Nath     
+ your personal message on your website 
and preferred social networks, using the 
hashtag #happybirthdayfootball 

You can use following links                           
attached to your greetings: 
 
www.1857-football.com: http://bit.ly/TsdQVd 
1857 Football Facebook Page: http://on.fb.me/R78WhU 
  

 

To download the birthday campaign image in your 
preferred format visit ww.sheffieldfc.com/press; 
There you will also find additional information about 
the club, the foundation and the story of 1857 

http://bit.ly/TsdQVd
http://on.fb.me/R78WhU
http://on.fb.me/R78WhU
http://www.sheffieldfc.com/press


Summary 
Happy Birthday Football 

When? Thursday, October 24th, 2013 
 
What? The 156th anniversary of Club Football and ¢ƘŜ ²ƻǊƭŘΨǎ CƛǊǎǘ ŀƴŘ hƭŘŜǎǘ 
 Football Club, Sheffield FC, born October 24th, 1857. This campaign is 
 driven by the Sheffield Football Club Foundation 
 
Why? Lƴ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘǿƻ ŦƻǳƴŘŜǊǎ ƻŦ ¢ƘŜ ²ƻǊƭŘΨǎ CƛǊǎǘ Cƻƻǘōŀƭƭ /ƭǳōΣ 
 Nathaniel Creswick and William Prest,  the pioneers of football. 
 άIŀǇǇȅ .ƛǊǘƘŘŀȅ Cƻƻǘōŀƭƭέ is a tribute to the heritage of football and a day for 
 football fans all over the world to celebrate the beautiful game together. 
 
Where? From Sheffield into the World, on- and offline, on the pitch and social media! 
 
 
 
Your Mission:    Links: 
  www.1857-football.com 

www.facebook.com/1857Football 
www.twitter.com/1857Football 
www.youtube.com/1857Football 
www.sheffieldfc.com/foundation  
www.sheffieldfc.com/press 

 

Show your love and respect          
for the roots of football and 
celebrate this day with your         
fans and communities.          
Protect Football ς Build the Roots! 

http://www.1857-football.com/
http://www.1857-football.com/
http://www.1857-football.com/
http://www.facebook.com/1857Football
http://www.twitter.com/1857Football
http://www.youtube.com/1857Football
http://www.sheffieldfc.com/foundation
http://www.sheffieldfc.com/press


Review 
Happy Birthday Football 

Campaign in 2012:
  ¢ƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ΨIŀǇǇȅ .ƛǊǘƘŘŀȅ CƻƻǘōŀƭƭΨ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ƛƴ нлмнΣ                                     
thanks to more than sixty amateur or professional football clubs who paid a tribute  
ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇƛƻƴŜŜǊǎ ƻŦ мурт ŀƴŘ ¢ƘŜ ²ƻǊƭŘΩǎ CƛǊǎǘ Cƻƻǘōŀƭƭ /ƭǳō ς Sheffield FC.  
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Appendix: History & Foundation 



In 1857, the two friends Nathaniel 
Creswick and William Prest founded 
and established the ²ƻǊƭŘΩǎ First and 
Oldest Football Club: Sheffield FC. 
 
 
 

Heritage of Football 
¢ƘŜ ²ƻǊƭŘΩǎ CƛǊǎǘ Cƻƻǘōŀƭƭ /ƭǳō 

In the following years, the two 
gentlemen wrote the first official rules 
and laws for the new game of Foot-Ball 
and defined its principles and values: 
Integrity, Respect, Community. 

1857 

1859 

Two Pioneers from Sheffield 

The First Rulebook 



Ever since Sheffield FC is by nature a pure amateur club playing 
non-professional football since 1857. In 1885, the club founded 
the first amateur football competition and declined to join the 
professional league started by the FA. 
 
 
 

Together with Real Madrid, Sheffield FC was 
rewarded with the FIFA Centennial Order of 
Merit for their achievements in football and 
for society worldwide, officially recognised  
ŀǎ ¢ƘŜ ²ƻǊƭŘΩǎ CƛǊǎǘ ŀƴŘ hƭŘŜǎǘ Cƻƻǘōŀƭƭ /ƭǳōΦ 
 
 
 
 ¢ƻ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƭǳōΩǎ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ ƛǘǎ ŦƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ ŀƳŀǘŜǳǊ 

status, the Sheffield Football Club Foundation was 
ŦƻǳƴŘŜŘ ƛƴ нлмлΦ .ŜȅƻƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƭǳōΩǎ 
identity, the foundation develops local and international 
projects for future pioneers of grass roots football.          
 
 
 
 

1885 

2004 

2010 

Heritage of Football 
¢ƘŜ ²ƻǊƭŘΩǎ CƛǊǎǘ Cƻƻǘōŀƭƭ /ƭǳō 

Birth of Amateur Football 

FIFA Order of Merit 

Sheffield Football Club Foundation 


